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APOSS

Intermediate

TMAs Framework

English

1.  Reading Comprehension

Assignment I

Informative Text

Factual Comprehension (Scanning)

Gap - filling or True / False with reasons

Assignment II

Narrative Text

Inferential Comprehension

Give reasons for the following / wh - questions ( Predictive/ Contextual Guessing)

Assignment III

Opinion Text

Global Comprehension (Skimming)

Multiple - choice items

II   Paragraph Writing

Assignment I

Graphic text ( Table / Chart / Graph)

Information Transfer

Text production
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Assignment II

Location Description in Form ( Population ; Size ; Nearest Station / bus Stop)

Information Transfer

Text Production

Assignment III

Letter ( Invitation / Information etc.)

Response to letter

Text production

III.  Grammar

Assignment I

Short Paragraph : Gap - filling with prepositions ( Location Description)

Short Paragraph : Error - correction ( Tense) : ( Short Narration)

Short Paragraph : Transformation ( Passive to Active ) ( Letter)

Assignment II

Short Paragraph : Gap - Filling ( Choose one of the two words) Subject - Verb Agreement

Short Paragraph : Gap - Filling Adjective (Choose from box) ( Descriptive Text)

Gap - filling Adverbs ( Choose from box) (Narrative Text)

Assignment III

Dialogue completion : Fill in the blanks ( Choose the correct verb form out of 2)

Dialogue completion : Short responses ( Multiple - Choice Appropriateness)

Dialogue completion : Short responses ( Original Production)

IV. Note - Making

Assignment I

1. 2 paragraph factual text : Give 3 sets of points and ask them to choose the best set.

2. 3 paragraph opinion text : Give the points in jumbled order and ask them to put them in the right

order.
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Assignment II

1. 3 paragraph informative text : Give multiple choice for sub - headings for the 3 paragraphs

2. 5 paragraph text : Sub - headings - matching ( give ten sub - headings)

Assignment III

1. Give a 3 - para text : Ask them to underline the topic sentences

2. Give a 3 - para text : Ask them to write 3 main points

3. Give a five - para text : Ask them to write 5 main points

V. Project

Assignment I

Poster  Preparation  : Give a model. Comment on the text

Give two topics. Ask them to prepare poster

Assignment II

Prepare an invitation for a Public Function

Ask them to write a similar Invitation

Assignment III

1. Give a book review or film review : Comment on the structure

Ask them to write a parallel book or film review

2. Give a popular jingle / rhyme. Ask them to write another jingle or rhyme ( 8 lines )
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APOSS

Intermediate

TMAs Framework

1. Reading Comprehension

Assignment I

Informative Text

Factual Comprehension ( Scanning)

Gap - filling or True / False with reasons

Assignment II

Narrative Text

Inferential Comprehension

Multiple Choice items

Give reasons for the  following / Wh - questions ( Predictive / Contextual Guessing)

Assignment III

Opinion Text

Global Comprehension (Skimming)

All types
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Assignment  - I

The buzz word today is clean energy - something we can reap from nature. And the search has

led man to the Sun (solar), the wind, the tides ( tidal), water ( hydro) and even biogas. The good news

is that we, in India, have reasons to be proud. Not only do we have the world's only ministry for

Renewable Energy Sources, but we are also the world's fifth largest producer of wind energy.

"Wind energy" is derived through a process where wind is used to generate mechanical power or

electricity. Wind turbines convert the kinetic energy in the wind into mechanical power, which can be

used for specific tasks ( such as grinding grain or pumping water). A generator converts this mechanical

power into electricity. Since recorded history, wind power has been used to move ships, grind grain

and pump water. There is evidence that wind energy was used to propel boats along the nile as early as

5,000 B.C.

I. Complete the following sentences using a word or a phrase from the passage given above.

a) Wind energy is a ...................by which wind is used to generate energy

b) The alternative sources of clean, non - polluting energy are .........  ...........  and ...........

II. Say whether the following sentences are true or false

a) India is the world's largest producer of wind energy ( true / false)

b) A generator converts mechanical power into electricity ( true / false)

III. Write two uses of mechanical power stated in the passage.

Key

I. a)  process

b)  solar, tidal, hydro

II. a)  false

b)  true

III. a)  It is used to move ships

  and grind grain
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Assignment - 2
Read the Passage and answer the questions

In the west, surveys have consistently shown that the public prefers wind and other renewable

forms over conventional sources of generation. Wind energy is free, renewable resource, so no matter

how much is used today, there will still be the same supply in the future. wind energy is also a source of

clean, non polluting electricity. Unlike conventional power plants, wind plants emit no air pollutants or

green house gases.

In 1990, California's wind power plants offset the emmission of more than 2.5 billion pounds of

Carbon dioxide, and 15 million pounds of other pollutants that would have otherwise been produced.

It would take a forest of 90 million to 175 million trees to provide the same air quality.

Assignment - 2

I. Say whether the following statements are true or false

a) People prefer only conventional sources of energy (true / false)

b) Wind energy is a source of clear non - polluting electricity (true / false)

II. Complete the following sentences

a)  wind energy is  .............. resource [ ]

b) California's wind power plants offset the emmission of 2.5 billion pounds of .................

[ ]

III. Which Power Plants emit green house gases ?

Key

I. a)  false

b)  true

II. a)  free renewable

b)  carbon dioxide

III. a)  conventional power plants
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Assignment - 3

Read the passages and answer the questions that follow.

In observing Mars, astronomers have noticed certain things that indicate a form of life may be

possible there.  First of all, Mars has seasons like the earth. In fact, as the seasons change in Mars,

there seem to be changes on its surface.  The dark areas get stronger in the spring and summer and the

colour changes from bluish - green to yellow.  Could this be vegetation ?

Astronomers also beware that there is at least a small amount of water vapour in the atmosphere

of mars, and this would be helpful in supporting life, Then, too, in 1887, an Italian astronomer, Giovanni

reported seeing markings on the surface of Mars that resembled canals.  "Could these have been built

by martians in order to carry water from the polar regions to the desert areas?" scienstist wondered.

In 1976, two American Viking space probes landed on the surface of Mars. The instruments in

the space probes searched the surrounding soil for signs of  life and radioed their results back to earth.

These results showed that either there are germs in the soil or that the soil is very unusual and not like

that an earth. If life does exist on Mars, it would be a very simple form of  life.

I. Complete the following sentences

a)  Astronomers believe that there is .............. in the atmosphere of Mars [ ]

b)  Markings on the surface of Mars resembled [ ]

II. Say whether the following sentences are true or false

a) The soil on the Mars is very unusual and not like that on earth ( True / false)

b) Two American Viking space probes landed on the surface of Mars in 1887  ( True / false)

III. What is the similarity between Mars and Earth ?

Key

I. a) Water vapour

b) Canals

II. a) True

b) False

III. a) Mars has seasons like earth
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Assignment - 4

Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

In the united Sates, millions of wind mills were erected as the American West was developed

during the late 19 th century. Most of them were used to pump water for farms and ranches. By 1910,

wind turbine generators were producing electricity in many European countries. And while today, one

associates wind mills with the Netherlands where they are used for pumping water, it is in Denmark that

wind is an effective source of energy.

Close to home, Tamil Nadu was among the first in India to give a fillip to wind energy over 10

years ago and continues to be a leader.  Nearly half of India's nearly 2000 Mw of installed capacity

from wind energy comes from Tamil Nadu. Wind turbines have been "decorating" are landscape near

Madurai and beyond.

Assignment - 4

I. Complete the following sentences

a)  In the Unites States wind mills were used to pump water for....... and ...........

b) Nearly half of India's wind energy comes from ........... state [ ]

II. Say whether the following sentences are true or false

a) Wind turbine generators were producing electricity in many European countries by 1910

(true / false)

b) In Netherlands wind mills are used as an effective source of energy (true / false)

III. Name the European countries that use wind energy

Key

I. a) Farms, Ranches

b) Tamil Nadu

II. a) true

b) false

III. a) The Netherlands and Denmark
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Assignment -5

Read the following passage and answer the following questions.

Good memory depends upon a good brain. The brain needs a good supply of oxygen, glucose,

calcium, phosphorous and Iron. So make sure you sit in a well ventilated place when studying. Your diet

should include milk, cheese, walnuts, wheat germ, green leafy vegetables, ragi and dates.  Do not forget

that "break fast is the brain food". Fatty meals, sugar and acids take away calcium from the system.

diets rich in fibre like fruits and vegetables help to reduce stress.

Good concentration is important to improve the memory. Learning and memorizing by

understanding  and recalling what one has learnt is helpful.  Organizing and framing a logical relationship

is important. Mastery is not just of the subject, but also the process of answering is equally important.

Assignment - 5

I. Complete the following sentences

a) ............ is important to improve memory. [ ]

b) When studying one should sit in a .......... place to get a good supply of oxygen

[ ]

II. Say whether the following sentences are true or false

a) Diets rich in fibre help to reduce stress [true / false]

b) Fatty meals increase calcium in the body [false / true]

III. What is the "brain food" mentioned in the passage ?

Key

I. a) good concentration

b) well ventilated

II. a) true

b) false

III. a) Break fast
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Assignment - 6

Reading with understanding

Good memory depends upon a good brain. The brain needs a good supply of oxygen, glucose,

calcium, phosphorus and iron. So make sure you sit in a well entilated place when studying. Your diet

should include milk, cheese, walnuts, wheat germ, green leafy vegetables, ragi and dates, do not forget

that "breakfast is the brain food". Fatty meals, sugar and acids take away calcium from the system.

Diets rich in fibre like fruits and vegetables help to reduce stress.

Good concentration is important to improve the memory. Learning and memorizing by

understanding and recalling what one has learnt is helpful. Organizing and framing logical relationship is

important. Mastery not just of the content of the subject, but also the process of answering is equally

important.

Assignment - 6

I. Complete the following sentences

a) A positive thought is the seed of a ..........

b) A students academic performance is lowered because of watching television ................

II. Say whether the following sentences are true or false

a) A students  has 24 hours of unfilled time (true / false)

b) Anxiety and fear cause a mental block  during examination (true / false)

III. How many hours of sleep is necessary for good health?

Key

I. a)  positive result

b) for a long time

II. a)  false

b)  true

III. seven to eight hours
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Assignment - 7

Read the following passage and answer the questions.

In the west, surveys have consistently shown that the public prefers wind and other renewable

energy forms over conventional sources of generation. Wind energy is a free and renewable  resource,

so no matter how much is used today, there will still be the same supply in the future. Wind energy is

also a source of clear, non-polluting electricity. Unlike conventional power plants, wind plants emit no

air pollutants or greenhouse gases.

In 1990, California's  wind power plants offset the emission of more than 2.5 million pounds of

carbon dioxide and 15 million pounds of other pollutants that would have otherwise been produced. It

would take a forest of 90 million  to 175 million trees to provide the same  air quality.

I. Complete the following  sentences:

a) In the west the public prefer ............ and ............ to conventional sources of energy

b) The advantage of wind energy is that it is ...........  and ............ electricity.

II. Say whether the following sentences are true or false

a) Conventional power plants emit no air pollutants and green house gases ( true / false)

b) In California wind power plants stopped the emission of a lot of carbon dioxide and other

pollutants ( True / False)

III. What are the problems caused by power plants ?

Key

I. a)  wind, other energy renewable forms

b)  free, a source of clear, non - polluting

II. a)  false

b)  true

III. a) Wind power plants offset the emission of carbon dioxide and other pollutants
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Assignment - 8

Read the passage and  answer the questions

He threw back the covers and sat up on his bed, his feet feeling along the cold floor for his house

Slippers, the telephone ringing insistently, a little distance away.

He turned on the light and walked to the phone, and took down the receiver.

This is Doctor Benson" he said

The November wind was bringing sounds of winter as it blew around the little white house. The

doctor got into his clothes. He went to the table and stared a moment at his watch, his spirit complaining

at the Job a head of him. Two 'O' clock. His mind also complained at the horrible hour and he wondered

why children had to be born at such improper times.  He took up the two small hand bags, the short pill

bag, as the people of the town knew it, and the long obstetrical case, the baby bag they called it.

Doctor Benson stopped a moment to light and, then put the pack of cigaretts in his over coat

pocket. The wind felt like a surgeon's knife at his face as he opened the door and ran, bending low,

around the drive way to the garage

I. Complete the following sentences

a) The name of the doctor is ........... [ ]

b) The time when the doctor looked at his watch was [ ]

II. Say whether the following sentences are [true or false]

a) The people called the long obstetrical case the baby bag [true / false]

b) The doctor smoked a cigarette [true / false]

III. What are the month and the season mentioned in the passage ?

Key

I. a)  Benson b)  2 'o' clock

II. a) true

b) false

III. November, Spring
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Assignment - 9

Page no - 26 - last three paras

Read the following  passage and answer the questions that follows.

Mars is considered to be a sort of twin of our own planet earth. It is the next planet beyond the

earth in distance from the sun. Mars is about half the diameter of the earth and it rotates around the sun

in just under two years. But Mars has a day that is almost equal in length to our day here on earth.

In observing Mars, astronomers have noticed certain things that indicate a form of life may be

possible there. First of all, Mars has seasons like the earth. In fact, as the seasons change in Mars, there

seem to be changes on its surface. The dark areas get stronger in the spring and summer, and the colour

changes from bluish green to yellow. Could  this be vegetation ?

Astronomers also believe that there is at least a small amount of water vapour in the atmosphere

of Mars, and this would be helpful in supporting life. Then, too, in 1887, an Italian astronomer, Giovanni

reported seeing markings on the surface of Mars that resembled canals. "Could these have been built

by Martians in order to carry water from the polar regions to the desert areas?" Scientists wondered.

I. Complete the following sentences

a) Mars has ........... like the earth [ ]

b) When the seasons change in Mars, there  are changes ..................

II. Say whether the following sentences are true or false

a) The colour of Mars in spring and summer changes from bluish green to yellow. [true / false]

b) Astronomers don't believe that there is some water vapour in the atmosphere of Mars

[false/ true]

III. What did the Italian astronomer Giovanni observe on the surface of Mars

Key

I. a) seasons b) on its surface

II. a) true b) false

III. Giovanni observed that there were markings  on the surface of Mars that resembled canals.
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Assignment - 10

It is sunday, 20 th July, 1969. The American Astronauts, Neil Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin, the

Eagle landing craft, are slowly dropping down towards the surface of the moon. They glide over the

rocks and craters until they see a clear and level space suitable for landing. Down..... Down until the

feet of the Eagle gently touch and settle on the moon's Surface. Through the crackling radio comes Arm

Strong's voice.

Decent engines stopped. Over - ride switch off. The Eagle has landed. A very smooth touch

down. We are in the middle of a wide, oval plain about eight miles by three miles with some hills on the

horizon. Large number of craters about five to fifty feet across... Every variety of rock here, not much

colour, mostly grey... it's beautiful...

Latter, the two astronauts climb out and walk on the surface of the moon. They kick up a fine,

powdery, dust like char coal that sticks to their boots and clothes. They plant a flag, but without air to

make a breeze, it hangs limply. There is no sign of water or any form of life.

The Sun glares out of a black cloud less sky. Far away the earth shines blue and white. During a

long moon day, the temperature rises to 1180C but falls to nearly - 1130C at night.

I. Complete the following sentences

a) ............ and ............... are landing down on the surface of the moon [ ]

b) The name of the landing craft is ........................ [ ]

II. Say whether the following sentences are true or false

a) There is fine, powdery, dust like charcoal on the surface of the moon (true / false )

b) The earth looks blue and red from the moon (true / false)

III. What are the highest and the lowest temperature during a long moon day ? [ ]

Key

I. a) Neil Arm strong, Edwin Aldrin

b) the Eagle

II. a) true

b) false

III. 1180C and 1130 C
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