
132

Assignment - III (1)

302 English Senior secondary course. Page No. 180 - 181,  1,2 paras

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow it.

Education as commonly understood by people means acquiring certain knowledge and skills in

order to earn their living. But that is only one purpose of education. You may ask why ? This is because

humans are much  more than just wage - earning machines. They are endowed with emotions and

feelings which enrich their life. These emotions and feelings need to be developed so that they can

develop into social beings, able to interact with fellow beings who are also members of that society  of

which they are a part. The process of socialization starts right from childhood and it is the purpose of

education  to facilitate this socialization and produce responsible and committed citizens who would be

able to contribute to the progress of the community, society and the country at large. A country with

such citizens becomes a great - nation, well able to hold its head high in the community of nations. It is

thus that education serves a loftier purpose than being a mere means of earning one's living to lead a

prosperous material life.

Education serves another purpose by shaping one's personality so that one is able to face challenges

of life. This is possible by promoting a sense of co-operation and co-existence, a feeling of love and

brotherhood and an attitude of caring and sharing. This process starts right from home and gets

strengthened when one receives education with a proper perspective and policy underlying it. As one

grows older, one develops the capacity to appreciate the finer aspects of life than merely amassing

material wealth. Thus a person becomes a good human being which, after all, is the purpose of education.

Questions

1. Does the author agree with the common view on education?

2. How does education help a person to face the challenges of  life?

3. When does the process of socialization start from ?

4. When can a country become a great - nation ?

5. 'Human beings are much more than just wage - earning machines',  Do you agree with this

opinion ?
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Key

1. No.

2. By promoting a sense of co - operation and co - existence, a feeling of love and brotherhood and

an attitude of caring and sharing.

3. Right from childhood.

4. When education produces responsible and committed citizens When will it be able to contribute

to its progress.

5. Yes.
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Assignment - III - (2)

Read the passage given below and underline the topic sentence of each paragraph.

Stress in nothing but mental tension or anxiety which is caused by the work at hand. This happens

when one is not able to deal with that work. For example, a student who has no aptitude for a subject

is compelled to take it up either because of parental pressure or because of pressure from peer groups

or due to the perceived importance of the subject itself. When he or she finds it difficult to cope with it

and wants a change the external pressures deny him or her such a change. This situation leads to stress.

No work is done well when one's mind is under stress. This inability to do well leads to diffidence.

Gradually this diffidence leads to a feeling of inferiority. Persons with such inferiority complex isolate

themselves and succumb to stress. This leads to inefficiency, loss of interest and above all to a total

breakdown - physical, mental, emotional and moral.

Change of work now and then makes one feel refreshed. It is here that hobbies play a very

important role in shaping one's personality. A long stint of mental work should be followed by some

physical work which will reduce the pressure on mind and improve one's mental efficiency. Listening to

music which one likes, taking a long walk in congenial environment and pursuing a hobby of one's

choice are some of the easier and simpler means to avoid the evil effects of stress.

Questions

1. What is stress ?

2. What happens if one's mind is under stress?

3. What are the problems caused by stress ?

4. Imagine the factors that cause stress
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Key

1. a) Stress is nothing but mental tension or anxiety caused by the work at hand.

b) We have to find out the cause of the stress, analyse it and a find a solution to it.

2. No work is done well

3. Stress leads one to inefficiency, loss of interest and to a total break down - physical, mental,

emotional and moral.

4. When a person finds it difficult to cope with a given task, he / she may feel tense / stressful.



136

Assignment - III - (3)

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow it.

Birds are the only feathered creatures in the world. At first sight it might seem that all birds are the

same. They all fly about, build nests and lay eggs. A closer look will show that in fact birds life includes

many forms which are very different from one another and which sometimes seem to bear very little

relationship to one another after all. It includes the tiny humming bird which is not bigger than a man's

thumb, and the ostrich which stands as high as a pony. It includes birds which can fly thousands of miles,

and others  like the penguins which cannot raise themselves off the ground. It includes birds which

weave elaborate nests like the weaver birds, and other which lay their eggs straight on the ground

without any preparation. It includes birds which require highly specialized foods, like vultures which will

only eat dead animals, and still others like crows, which eat practically anything except metal. It includes

birds like the domestic hen whose chicks start running about and scratching for themselves as soon as

they are hatched, and others like parakeets and eagles whose chicks cannot leave their nests for several

weeks. And finally, it includes birds which seem to be unable to live away from the company of man,

and others which retreat and become extinct as soon as human beings come near the areas in which

they live.

1. The author describes birds as ............

2. Which animal is compared with ostrich for its size ?

3. Mention the birds that cannot fly?

4. Pick out the word form the passage that means 'very small'

5. Give an example for a domestic bird.

Answers

1. Feathered creatures

2. Pony

3. Penguins

4. tiny

5. hen
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Assignment - III - (4)

302. Senior Secondary Course English page no. 196.

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow it.

The United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization has chosen to take a different

approach in the fight against AIDS by using education, not medicine to stop its spread. UNESCO's

Strategy for HIV / AIDS preventive education states that the impact of the disease on society could be

reduced by battling complacency, advancing commitment and improving care. It has created a five -

part strategy based on advocacy at all levels, customizing the message for various socio - economic

groups, changing risk behaviour and vulnerability caring for the infected and the affected, and coping

with  the institutional impact of AIDS on society.

To achieve  this, audiences worldwide, starting with those most at risk, must be reached in

culturally appropriate ways, and preventive education must be interconnected with the local way of life.

Uneven distribution of knowledge is the main factor in the uneven distibution of infection rates

worldwide. Comprehension and appreciation of prevention depend on many social factors, such as

age, gender, education, economic conditions and religious beliefs.

AIDS can be prevented if children and young people learn how the virus spreads and do not

participate in risky behaviour. No institution has a greater ability to affect all aspects of a community

than schools, as they can reach the age group between 10 to 25, where most new infections occur each

year.

Questions

1. What is the approach of UNESCO in fighting AIDS ?

2. Preventive education  has nothing do with local way of life  (true / false)

3. Which group is in targetted by UNESCO for the strategy ?

4. Why does UNESCO target that group ?

5. Does the author mention any other strategy besides UNESCO's ?
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ANSWERS

1. To fight AIDS using education

2. FALSE

3. 10 - 25 year.

4. Most new infection' occur within that group

5. No
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Assignment - III - (5)

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow it.

Very few persons have the misfortune of reading their own obituary in a newspaper. It happened

with Alfred Nobel, the inventor of dynamite. In 1888, when Alfred's brother died, a French newspaper,

under the mistaken belief that Alfred had died, published an obituary. In the obituary the newspaper

described him as a man who had made it possible to kill more people more quickly than anyone else

who had ever lived. Alfred Nobel was horrified by what he read.

It was not entirely correct that the invention of dynamite had brought only death and destruction.

In fact it had served humanity in a far larger way by its use in the construction industry.

Alfred Nobel realized, at that moment, that this was not how he wanted to be remembered. Soon

after, he established the Nobel Trust with an endowment of nine million dollars. He declared that five

prizes would be awarded annually to those who had done outstanding work in physics, chemistry,

medicine, literature and in espousing peace.

A hundred years later the Nobel Prize remains the most prestigious award in the world. A sixth

prize, for economics was recently instituted. ( adapted from Young World, The Hindu, Oct. 20, 2006).

Questions

1. How did the newspaper describe Alfred Nobel ?

2. Why did Nobel establish Nobel prize ?

3. Which is the most prestigious award in the world?

4. Who died in 1888 ?

5. Had the invention of dynamite brought only death and destruction ?

Key

1. a) The newspaper described him as a person who had made it possible to kill more people more

quickly than anyone else who had ever lived.

2. a) Nobel was horrified by his own obituary. He wanted to be remembered in a better way.

3. a)  Nobel Prize

4. a) Alfred's brother

5. a) No. It had served humanity in a far larger way by its use in the construction industry.



140

Assignment - III - 6

Read the following passage and answer that questions that follow it.

Men trap animals and birds for various reasons. There are zoos in many of the large cities of the

world, and they are usually willing to pay high prices for wild animals and birds, especially the rarer

kinds. These, of course, must be caught and kept alive. Then there are animals which are dangerous,

some large, some small, and they have to be destroyed. When it is difficult to shoot them or hunt them

and kill them, it is sometimes possible to trap them. Other animals, and birds too, are the former's

enemies and can often be trapped more easily than shot or frightened away. But probably most of the

traps that are set are intended to catch animals that have valuable skins.

Source : Strengthen your writing, V.R. Narayana Swami, Orient Longman, 1979, P.2

Questions :

1.  Who buys rare kinds of wild birds and animals ?

2. What is the main intention behind trapping animals ?

3. Why are dangerous animals trapped ?

4. Which animals can be trapped most easily?

5. How many reasons are given in the passage for trapping animals and birds ?

a) two

b) four

c) five

d) three

Key

1. The authorities belonging to the zoos in the cities

2. The main intension is to get high prices

3. It is difficult to shoot them or hunt them

4. The elephants

5. b  ( four)
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Assignment - III - (7)

The Indian farmer today is provided with seeds which are not only 'high - yielding', but also,

resistant to drought and disease. He is encouraged to use fertilisers to ensure an adequate supply of

nourishment to is crops. In areas where rains are scanty, irrigation canals are dug to bring water to the

fields. Tractors, harvesters and other machines have taken the place of the primitive  implements used

by farmers since the dawn of civilisation. In these and many other ways, there has been an impressive

progress in our agriculture, which is often referred to as 'The Green Revolution'.

Source : Strengthen your writing, N.R. Narayana Swami, Orient Longman, 1979, P.3

Questions:

1. Who has helped the Indian farmer to produce a better crop ?

2. What are the tools used by farmers nowadays ?

3. Where are irrigation canals dug ?

4. What does the expression "Green revolution" refer to ?

5. What are the two qualities of the seeds provided to the Indian farmer nowadays ?

Key / Answers

1. Agricultural scientists

2. Tractors and harvertors

3. Where rain are scanty

4. Progress in agriculture

5. High - yielding needs seeds resistent to drought / disease
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Assignment - III - (8)

Read the following passage answer the question below.

18. Rudyard Kipling, the famous British author and Nobel Prize winner, was born in Bombay in

1865. He started his career as a newspaper reporter and wrote fiction in his spare time. He collected

his popular stories into short books, hoping to find a market in London.

Editors there derided his work. One wrote, "I would hazard a guess that the writer is very young,

and that he will die mad before he has reached the age of 30." Kipling ignored the criticism and continued

to write. In time, his books gained popularity with readers.  Kipling, however, was as indifferent to the

praise as he been to the earlier criticism.

On a winter day in 1910, Kipling began to write a poem for his 12 year old son. He called the

poem "If.....". and included it in a book of children's tales published that year. The critics did not

consider it one of his greatest works. Yet within a few years, the four - stanza poem became a classic

the world over. It was translated into 27 languages, including Hindi. Its simple, inspirational code of

conduct defined for millions of people a set of values to live by.

(adapted from "You' ll be a Man, my son", Reader's Digest, August 1993)

1) Why is Rudyard Kipling famous ?

2) How did Kipling start his career ?

3) How did Kipling react to the comments about his books ?

4) Name the poem that Kipling wrote in 1910.

5) People liked the poem immensely because ... ( choose the best answer)

i) it had been written by Kipling

ii) it contained a simple, inspirational code of conduct

iii) it was translated into 27 languages

Key

1. As a writer

2. As a newspaper reporter

3. He ignored the criticism and continued to work

4. "If......... "

5. ii)
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Assignment - III - (9)

Read the passage answer the question that follow....

The way people research and learn in the Internet age is vastly different from what it was only a

decade ago. Earlier people did their research in libraries. When information was difficult to get, an

authoritative encyclopaedia was valuable because it saved you time and money. But in the Internet age

you should research a topic not by getting the final word from a single source but by using several

sources. You can do this because the net makes it easy.

Wikipedia is a free Internet encyclopaedia. Though there are other greatly reputed online

encyclopaedias such as Encyclopaedia Britannica and Encarta reference library, Wikipedia has swiftly

overtaken these in terms of usage. Wikipedia has 5,76,000 articles in English and 12 million more in

nearly 160 other languages. In comparison, Encyclopaedia Britannica has 1,20,000 articles in its online

resources and the Encarta has 75,000 articles.

Jimmy Wales, the founder of Wikipedia, began the project with a simple yet revolutionary idea.

He wished to create an 'open' encyclopaedia that any one could contribute to. The first article was

written in January 2001. 10,000 articles were added within nine months. That number grew tenfold by

2003 and tenfold yet again the next year. Despite such rapid growth Wikipedia has remained a nearly

all - volunteer outfit financed mostly by donations. More that 50,000 people have written or edited

articles so far. (adapted from Reader's Digest, December 2005, taken from national

1. How should you research a topic in internet age ?

2. What is Wikipedia ?

3. What was 'Jimmy Wales' revolutionary idea ?

4. How many people have written or edited articles in Wikipedia so far ?

5. Which of the following statement is correct

i) Wikipedia is an internet encyclopaedia  which you can brows on a computer.

ii) Wikipedia is a set of books which you can buy at a book store

iii) Like Encyclopaedia Britannica wikipedia is available both as a book and on the Internet.
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Key

1. By using not one but several sources

2. Wikipedia is a free Internet encyclopaedia.

3. Wales created is a free internet encyclopaedia

4. 50,000

5.  i)
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Assignment - III - (10)

Read the passage and answer the following questions.

1. Drug addiction is a treatable disorder. Through treatment that is tailored to individual needs,

patients can leave their condition and live normal, productive lives. Like people with diabetes or

heart disease, people in treatment  of  addiction learn behavioural changes and often take

medications as part of their treatment regimen.

2. Behavioural therapies can include counselling, psychotherapy, support groups, or family therapy.

Treatment offers help in suppressing the withdrawal syndrome and drug craving and in blocking

the effects of drugs. Studies show that treatment for heroin addiction using methadone at an

adequate dosage level combined with therapy reduces death rates and many health problems

associated with hiroin abuse.

4. The ultimate goal of all drug abuse treatment is to enable the patient to achieve lasting abstinence,

but the immediate goals are to reduce drug use, improve the patient's ability to function, and

minimize the medical and social curse of drug abuse.

5. There are several types of drug abuse treatment programmes. Short - term methods last less than

6 months and residential therapy, medication therapy, and drug - free outpatient therapy. Longer

tern treatment may include for example, methadone maintenance outpatient treatment for opiate

addicts and residential therapeutic communication treatment.

(1) What is a treatable disorder ?

(2) How can drug addiction be cured ?

(3) What is the ultimate goal of all abuse treatment ?

(4) What are the different types of drug abuse treatment programmes.

(5) What is the process in Long term treatment ?

Key

1. a) Drug addiction is a treatable disorder

2. Drug addiction can be cured by bringing, about behavioural changes and by giving medication.

3. To enable the patient to achieve lasting abstinence.

4. Short term methods, residential therapy, medication therapy and longer term treatment

5. In the process methadone maintenance out patient treatment for opiate addicts and residential

therapeutic communication treatment are used
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